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ceal themselves. Over the sentiment of the people its
name still retained some power, for it was associated with
all the glories of their earlier history, with heroic memo-
ries enshrined in song, with claims of world-supremacy
which they could not bring themselves to forget. But
' it was no longer a rallying-point for national feeling, a
centre to which the country looked for inspiration and
guidance. There was indeed but little national feeling in
the Germany of that age, little political hope or ardour,
little interest in the welfare of the State as a whole, for
there was nothing to stir men's feelings as Germans or
citizens, no struggles for great common objects against
foreign powers, no free political life at home, no assem-
blies, no press, no local self-government. But, even if
a national feeling had been awake, it would hardly have
attached itself to the old Empire, which was not only cum-
brous and antiquated, but seemed strange and un-Gerrnan,
just because it was more than German; and which found
the support of Rome now almost as injurious as her
enmity had been in times gone by, since the friendship of
Rome meant the hatred and jealousy of the Protestants.
It can hardly be said that the Empire was so utterly dead
but that it might have been vivified by a really great man,
just as such an one might perhaps make the English
monarchy a power even now. But had this come to
pass, it would have been because the genius gave life
to the office, not, as of old, because the office inspired its
holder. And it was not so to be. The imperial throne
t found no man of the first order to fill it; and continued
to stand rather because nobody appeared to overthrow it,
than because any good reason remained for it in the new
order of things.
The denationalisation of Germany had indeed gone
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